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ABSTRACT 
The Appalachian Oral History Project (AOHP) was begun in 1973 and developed 
through a consortium involving Emory & Henry College, Appalachian State University, Alice 
Lloyd College, and Lees Junior College. Emory & Henry College’s share of the AOHP includes 
approximately 1,000 audio tapes and printed transcripts. To ensure the long-term preservation of 
the audio files and transcripts and to make the collection accessible to students and scholars, 
Emory & Henry College’s Kelly Library and the Appalachian Center for Civic Life have 
partnered on a project to create a digital collection of the material that will be fully accessible, 
searchable, and made widely available online.  
This paper will describe the collaborative work and ongoing results of integrating this 
effort into the learning objectives of multiple courses and programs across the College 
curriculum. In addition to creating an accessible, professionally-developed digital collection that 
preserves important historical material, the project is meant to help students develop a nuanced 
information and archival literacy, an enhanced conception of civic life, to utilize research skills, 
and to engage in valuable and hands-on scholarship. Furthermore, the effort to digitize and 
preserve the AOHP material serves as a model of cross-curricular and cross-campus 
collaboration between an academic library and another college department, creating a unique 
avenue for the extension of special collections into the undergraduate classroom and furthering 
the connective learning concept central to the liberal arts.    
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INTRODUCTION 
The increasing pervasiveness of digital scholarship has prompted a growing number of 
scholars to point to the crucial role that digital archives can play in pedagogical practice in the 
college classroom (Diaz, 2012; Hayden, 2015; Norcia, 2008; Purdy, 2011). In addition to 
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increasing the overall level of student engagement with information sources, Hayden (2017) 
noted that the incorporation of digital collections into coursework supports an inquiry-based 
model of undergraduate education, one that asks students to develop a more distinctive and 
refined level of information literacy beyond what may be accomplished through the traditional 
research project. Further, the use of digital archives as a pedagogical tool is a way of extending 
to undergraduate students an invitation to both the scholarly conversation and the larger 
academic community to which they already have much to contribute (Norcia, 2008).  
BACKGROUND 
Begun in 1973, the Appalachian Oral History Project (AOHP) collected and recorded 
personal interviews with thousands of citizens across the Appalachian region. This work 
provided for a much-needed social history of Central Appalachia, one created and told by the 
people of the place (Shackelford, Weinberg, & Anderson, 1977). The project created a trove of 
data for scholars in multiple disciplines interested in studying and researching the region and its 
history and culture. Approximately 3,000 such interviews were collected, with most of them 
being conducted, recorded, and transcribed by students. Emory & Henry College’s share of the 
AOHP includes approximately 1,000 audio tapes and printed transcripts. To ensure the long-term 
preservation of the audio files and transcripts and to make the collection accessible to students 
and scholars, Emory & Henry College’s Kelly Library and the Appalachian Center for Civic Life 
have partnered on a project to create a digital collection of the material that will be fully 
accessible, searchable, and made widely available online. As part of an integrative and 
connective approach to higher education, the Appalachian Center for Civic Life at Emory & 
Henry believes that students have within them the capacity and creativity for making a difference 
in the world. The center further recognizes that all places exist as part of an ongoing, intertwined 
relationship between the natural environment, the built environment, and human culture and 
history (Stanley, 2012). The incorporation of special collections into curriculum helps to foster a 
sense of place and an understanding of the history of the Appalachian region, both of which are 
necessary for a life of learning and engaged citizenship.   
INFORMATION AND ARCHIVAL LITERACY 
In addition to developing an advanced information literacy, the ongoing integration of 
this effort into the learning objectives of multiple courses and programs across the College 
curriculum is meant to enhance students’ conceptions of civic life and provide a chance for them 
to engage in meaningful, hands-on scholarship. Enoch and VanHaitsma (2015) expressed the 
importance of utilizing diverse and creative projects in order to foster an archival literacy among 
undergraduate college students. Such a pedagogical approach goes beyond asking undergraduate 
students to simply make use of archival sources for a traditional research assignment. Instead, it 
asks students to begin to learn how “to read these archives carefully and critically” (p. 217). To 
date, the work of digitizing the AOHP has been incorporated into courses in Appalachian 
Literature, Research Methods, and in a special topics seminar on Appalachian Civic Identity. In 
the Appalachian Literature course, students listened to a chosen oral history as they created a 
digital file of the original tape recording and then wrote and presented a literary work of their 
own as response. As part of the Research Methods course, students used the digital files to 
produce a public presentation and to facilitate a discussion of complex issues of race and identity 
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in the Appalachian region. The use of such nontraditional assignments creates space for students 
to not only learn and utilize research skills, but to also think critically and to engage in what 
VanHaitsma (2015) termed “inquiry-driven research and writing” (p. 36). As Hayden (2017) 
argued, these types of projects promote a distinctive information and archival literacy among 
college students.  
A wide variety of digital archives abound, and their existence removes barriers of 
distance and travel to an ability for students to engage in high-level and sophisticated research 
across the full spectrum of academic disciplines and college-wide curricular programs (Purdy, 
2011). To that end, the project has also provided the primary framework for the completion of a 
senior capstone project for students in the College’s Civic Innovation program and has allowed 
for the creation of an undergraduate research assistant position. The digitization of the AOHP 
collection also involves students who are part of a community service scholarship program that 
seeks to measure the impact of civic engagement through real and tangible outcomes created for 
the benefit of the larger community beyond the campus gates. Furthermore, the effort to digitize 
and preserve the AOHP material creates equally compelling implications for campus library and 
information instruction.  
COLLABORATIVE AND INTEGRATIVE LEARNING 
The project serves as a model of cross-curricular and cross-campus collaboration between 
an academic library and another college department. Additionally, it has created a unique avenue 
for the extension of special collections into the undergraduate classroom, furthering the 
connective learning concept central to the liberal arts. Mullins (2016) noted that an organized, 
systematic, and collaborative approach to the integration of information literacy into academic 
courses allows for a more efficacious and effective pedagogy. More so, the expansive and 
interdisciplinary utilization of such a collection increases the visibility and reach of the academic 
library, broadens its overall value to the campus community, allows for the cultivation of 
attentiveness to library services and collections among current students, and seeds the interests of 
potential future library and information science professionals. 
Finally, in a time of general skepticism of the economic value of an integrative and 
inquiry-based mode of undergraduate education, students use and sharpen a host of concrete, 
appreciable skills they can identify in e-portfolios and on resumes, from teamwork and 
leadership, communication and critical thinking to organization and time management, research 
and creativity. 
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